BOB AND DOTTIE (Connor) BINGHAM (303) 761-5005 Fax (303) 761-3682 e-mail: cup@Bskedinggrace.ory OLUME 11.4, Christmas 2005

TheWrong Shall Fail: In our own nation a strong on Earth, good wilj ¢
. . ' movement is gaining momentun Qeac"‘ 003%
the nght Prevail -- to eliminate any allegiance tc

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow God or any moral standards
(1807-1882) composed aThose who believe in God ani
Christmas carol about 150 yeargnorality ~— are  summarily
ago that expresses the apparerﬂiscredited and dismissed &
conflict between the angels’ being ignorant and irrelevant.

glorious heralding of the Savior's Oodisno hese39

birth and the stark reality of| People around the  dead, nor doth

mankind’s decadence. world are yearning for worse, deceiving and being

The first verse expresses thg : i deceived”(2 Tim. 3:12-14).

Christian’s romantic thrt))ughts and| PEACE JELUIES S 18 These Scriptures are not
memories of the biblical account PEEIEE: especially ~ encouraging  to
of God's revelation of the birth of  King David expressed the samé-Nristians who are struggling in
His beloved Son, Jesus. concern to God‘Many are those the midst of difficult and adverse

those who hate me without reasorPn€ IS left to cope within ones’
And wild and sweet the words repeat my good with evil, slander methe true believer has his Resource
0f peace on earth, good will to men. when | pursue what is goodPs. I'Ir']ht'h? Verr]y E'erson ?f Jesus Christ!
The third verse of the hymn 38:19-20). ISISWhy He came:

. . Longfellow ends with verse five
expresses the stark reality of the Consequently, many Chrlstlansin triumoh and with confidence in
true heart of mankind — hatred,today, like King David, wonder P

wickedness, violence and war. where God is and why He does no{he God of peace. _
intervene Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:

Jesus promisedA slave is not GOD IS NOTDEAD: NOR DOTH HE SLEEP;
) _ greater than his master. If they The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,
For hate is strong and chks the ang persecuted M_e,' they will also \ith peace on earth, good will to men.”
0f peace on earth, good will to men. persecute you; if they kept My Conversations in homes, coffee
Men and women around the‘é"o,[d’"t[‘hey Ww] keerzhyour_s” 3'52' houses, cafes, bars and meeting
world today experience despair®Ut all these ings they will do Oi)laces, revolve around the plight of

| heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old familiar carols play.

And in despair | bowed my head:
“There is no peace on earth,” | said.

even as 150 years ago. EvilYOU for My name's sake, because, "y iq and the desperate need
hatred, wickedness, violence, warsthey do not know the One who senj* . People aroun% the world
and worldwide terrorism are M€’ (In. 15:20-21). are yearning for peace; yet there is
rampant. Christians are The Apostle Paul instructspg peace.

discriminated against, imprisoned, Timothy, “Indeed, all who desire ,
hated, maimed, tortured, martyredto live godly in Christ Jesus will be h ;2% edpe:r? eth (nfhﬁi[ghth?ha? r}l%iljs
and humiliated at the hands of evilpersecuted. But evil men andWas born“Peace on earth, good
men and women. impostors will proceed from bad to ' '



will to men”, was not to be
bestowed upon the people of the
earth“Carte Blanc”.

Jesus later identified the peace
that the angels spoke 6Reace |
leave with you; My peace | give to
you; not as the world gives do |
give to you. Do not let your heart
be troubled, nor let it be fearful”
(In. 14:27).

|
God’s promised peace is given as Remember that God sent Jesus té]

a gift to those who believe and
receive the Prince of Peace! His
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are heavy laden, and | will give you rest”

(Matt. 11:28)?

Despair, while life lasts, while mercy's
gate stands wide open, while the
messenger of mercy calls you to come?

Despair, when you have God's Word,
“Though, your sins be as scarlet they
shall be as white as soow, though they be
red like crimson, they shall be as wool”

(Isa. 118)?

the nation of Israel at a very dark
time in their history. They were

peace focuses on and is fulfilled in Under the oppressive rule of Rome pruiba @adelphia.net

the Lord Jesus ChristHe
Himself is our peace’(Eph. 2:14).

Regardless of the lot we have

been dealt or the circumstances in people of that day despaired
which we find ourselves, the peacewondering, “where is the God of

of Christ is available to comfort
and sustain us through it all,
because “GOD IS NOT DEAD;
NOR DOTH HE SLEEP; the
wrong shall fail, the right prevail,
with peace on earth, good will to
men.”

The Apostle Paul reveals our
Resource’Let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in one
body; and be thankful. Let the
word of Christ richly dwell within
you, with all wisdom teaching and
admonishing one another with
psalms and hymns and spiritual
songsg[including Christmas carols],
singing with thankfulness in your

hearts to God. Whatever you do in our Resource for peace regardless
word or deed, do all in the name ofof our lot or circumstances!

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
through Him to God the Father”
(Col. 3:15-17).

C.H. Spurgeon, known as the
‘prince of preachers’, also
addressed God's Resource for
mankind’s despair more than a
century ago:

Despair, when you have an omnipotent
God to help you?

Despair, when the precious blood of the
Son of God has been given for you?

Despair, when God delights in mercy?

Despair, when the silver bell of hope
rings. ‘Zome unto Me, all ye that labor and
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following lyrics reinforced the apartment rentals and Deanna is a
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that the*Savior, who is Christ the premature babieslfin@ticon.net
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Mark your calendars
and plan to attend
the Annual
Memorial Day Retreat
May 26-29, 2006.
Information will be
In the March 2006
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Our Family Update

Lori and Vince Burke with
Vincent (16) and July (14) are
serving in the Philippines with
First Love. Kelly (22) and Tami
(19) are attending college in the
Chicago area.
vinceburke60068 @yahoo.com

Sheri and Kevin Robery with
Tara (20) and Shara (16), live in

Undate.

We pray that Jesus Christ —
The Prince of Peace — will
be your peace this

Holy Season!




